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CODIFICATION 

Section is based on act June 23, 1913, popularly known 
as the "Sundry Civil Appropriation Act June 23, 1913, 
fiscal year 1914" . 

Section originally provided that members of the field 
force of the public buildings service in the Treasury De
partment could be detailed to the District of Columbia 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, for 
duty In the Office of the Supervising Architect in the 
Treasury Department. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of office of Commissioner of Public Build
ings and Public Buildings Administration transferred 
to Administrat.or of General Services by section 103(a) 
of act June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 753(a) 
of this title. Office of Commissioner of Public Buildings 
and Publlc Buildings Administration abolished by sec
tion lO3(b) of act June 30, 1949. Public Buildings Serv
ice, within General Services Administration, estab
lished on December II, 1949, by Administrator of Gen
eral Services, to perfonD those transferred functions. 

Public Buildings Branch of Procurement Division of 
Treasury Department transferred to Public Buildings 
Administration in Federal Works Agency by Reorg. 
Plan No. I of 1939. 

Office of Supervising Architect in Treasury Depart
ment transferred to Public Bullding's Branch of Pro
curement Division of Treasury Department by Ex. Ord. 
No. 6166. 

EFITEC'I'IVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Tra,nsfer of functions by act June 3D, 1949, effective 
July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 3D, 1949, ch. 288, 
63 Stat. 403. set out as an Effective Date note under sec
tion 471 of this title. 

§254. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-249, §l7(6), Sept. 9, 
1959, 73 Stat. 484 

Section, act June 23, 1874, ch. 476, §2, 18 Stat. 276, re
lated to selection of sites for public bulldings. See sec
tion 601 et seq. of this title. 

Act June 23, 1874, and section 17(6) of Pub. L. 86-249, 
9, 1959, 73 Stat. 484, which repealed section 2 of 

1874 act. were repealed by Pub. L. 97-258, §5(b), 
Sept. 13. 1982, 96 stat. 1068, 1079. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section repealed except as to Its application to any 
project referred to in section 613 of this title, see sec
tion 17 of Pub. L. 86-249, set out as a note under section 
341 of this title. 

§255. Approval of title prior to Federal land pur
chases; payment of title expenses; applica
tion to Tennessee Valley Authority; Federal 
jurisdiction over acquisitions 

Unless the Attorney General gives prior writ
ten approval of the sufficiency of the title to 
land for the purpose for which the property is 
being acquired by the United States, public 
money may not be expended for the purchase of 
the land or any interest therein. 

The Attorney General may delegate his re
sponsibility under this section to other depart
ments and agencies, subject to his general su
pervision and in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by him. 

Any Federal department or agency which has 
been delegated the responsibility to approve 
land titles under this section may request the 
Attorney General to render his opinion as to the 
validity of the title to any real property or in~ 
terest therein, or may request the advice or as
sistance of the Attorney General in connection 

with determinations as to the sufficiency of 
titles. 

Except where otherwise authorized by law or 
provided by contract, the expenses of procuring 
certificates of titles or other evidences of title 
as the Attorney General may require may be 
paid out of the appropriations for the acquisi~ 
tion of land or out of the appropriations made 
for the contingencies of the acquiring depart~ 
ment or agency. 

The foregoing provisions of this section shall 
not be construed to affect in any manner any ex
isting provisions of law which are applicable to 
the acquisition of lands or int€rests in land by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the obtaining of exclusive jurisdiction in the 
tJnited States over lands or interests therein 
which have been or shall hereafter be acquired 
by it shall not be required; but the head or other 
authorized officer of any department or inde
pendent establishment or agency of the Govern
ment may, in such cases and at such times as he 
may deem desirable, accept or secure from the 
State in which any lands or interests therein 
under his immediate jurisdiction, custody, or 
control are situated, consent to or cession of 
such jurisdiction, exclusive or partial, not there
tofore obtained, over any such lands or interests 
as he may deem desirable and indicate accept
ance of such jurisdiction on behalf of the United 
States by filing a notice of such acceptance with 
the Governor of such State or in such other 
manner as may be prescribed by the laws of the 
State where such lands are situated. Unless and 
until the United States has accepted jurisdic~ 
tion over lands hereafter to be acquired as afore
said, it shall be conclusively presumed that no 
such jurisdiction has been accepted. 

(R.S. § 355; June 28. 1930, ch. 710, 46 Stat. 828; Feb. 
1, 1940, ch. 18, 54 Stat. 19; Oct. 9, 1940, ch. 793, 54 
Stat. 1083; Pub. L. 91-393, §1, Sept. 1, 1970, 84 
Stat. 835.) 

CODIFICATION 

RS. §356 derived from Res. Sept. 11, 1841, No.6, 5 
Stat. 468. 

The first four and sixth paragraphs of this section are 
based on R.S. as amended. The fifth paragraph of 
this section is on the last paragraph of section 1 
of Pub. L. 91-393. For amendment of this section by the 
remainder of section 1 of Pub. L. 91-393. see 1970 
Amendment note below. 

AMEND)dENTS 

1970---Pub. L. 91-393 substituted first four paragraphs 
of this section, requiring- the Attorney General to g'ive 
written approval of the sufficiency of title prior to the 
purchase of lands or interests therein, empowering' the 
Attorney General to deleg'ate his responSibilities, au
thorizing Federal departments and ag-encies which have 
been delegated responsibility to approve land titles 
to request opinions, adVice or assistance of the Attor
ney General, and permitting the payment from appro
priations of the expenses of procuring certificates or 
other evidences of title, for the former first seven para
graphs of this section which prohibited expenditures of 
public money upon any site or land purchased by the 
United States until the Attorney General gave his writ
ten opinion in favor of the validity of title, permitted 
acceptance of title subject to infirmities if the Attor
ney General approved, authorized the Attorney General 
to approve title to easements or rights-of-way, and 
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which made certain exceptions from the provisions of 
this section. 

1940-Act Oct. 9, 1940.. among other changes, divided 
section into paragraphs, struck out provision requiring 
United States att,orneys, upon application of Attorney 

to furnish assistance in relation to titles. and 
provisions contained in second, third, fourth 

and seventh paragraphs. 
Act Feb. 1, 1940, struck out requiring con

sent of State legislature to purchase, and inserted 
provisions now set, out as eighth paragraph. 

1930-Act June 28. 1930. inserted reference to armor
ies, arsenals, forts, fortifications, navy yards and light
houses, and provision that the Attorney General 
base his opinion as to title upon certificate of title 
a title company. 

SECTlO:-i REl"ERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 356 of this title; 
title 7 section 2250a; title 10 sections 2852. 18239; title 16 
sections 343b, 430a, 4411, 571c; title 22 section 1471; title 
36 section 2103; tHle 38 section 115; title 42 sections 1502, 
1594a, 2224, 5196; title 50 App. section 460. 

§256. Repealed. Pub. L. 91-393, §.2, Sept. 1, 1970, 
84 Stat. 835 

Section. acts Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 25 Stat. Sept. 
22. 1961, Pub. L. 87-277, 75 Stat. directed all 
legal services connected with procurement of titles to 
site for public buildings shall be rendered by United 
States attorneys. 

§257. Condemnation of realty for sites and other 
uses 

In every case in which the Secretary of the 
Treasury or any other officer of the Government 
has been, or hereafter shall be, authorized to 
procure real estate for the erection of a public 
building or for other public uses, he may acquire 
the same for the United States by condemna
tion, under judicial process, whenever in his 
opinion it is necessary or advantageous to the 
Government to do so, and the Attorney General 
of the United States, upon every application of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, under this sec
tion and section 258 1 of this title, or such other 
officer, shall cause proceedings to be com
menced for condemnation within thirty days 
from receipt of the application at the Depart
ment of Justice. 

1, 1888, ch. 728, § I, 25 Stat. 357; June 25, 
ch. 646, §6, 62 Stat. 986.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 258 of this title, referred to in text, has been 
omitted from the Code. 

AMEND:\!ENTS 

1948-Act June 25, 1948. struck out jurisdictional and 
venue provisions. See sections 1358 and 1403 of Title 28, 
Judlciary and Judicial Procedure. 

EF~'ECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 38 of act June 25, 1948. provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 8 section 1103: title 
16 sections 81e, 159a, 231b, 242, 263, 403i, 423n, 425a, 430a, 
430k, 430u, 430nn, 433c. 433h. 447b, 450m, 450p, 459a; 
title 25 sections SOOa, 941j, 1724, title 42 sections 
1532, 2222; title 43 section 1522. 

1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 258. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts Aug. 1, 1888, ch. 728, §2, 25 Stat. 357: Mar. 
3, 1911, ch. 231, §291, 36 Stat. 1167, which in connection 
with condemnation proceedings, required conformity, 

be, to state practice and pleading, has 
been by Rule 71A of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, Title 28, Appendix, Judiciary and Judi
cial Procedure. 

§ 258a. Lands, easements, or rights of way for 
public use; taking of possession and title in 
advance of final judgment; authority; proce
dure 

In any proceeding in court of the United 
States outside of the of Columbia which 
has been or may be instituted by and in the 
name of and under the authority of the United 
States for the acquisition of any land or ease
ment or right of way in land for the public use, 
the petitioner may file in the cause, with the pe
tition or at any time before judgment, a declara
tion of taking signed the authority empow
ered by law to acquire lands described in the 
petition, declaring that said lands are thereby 
taken for the use of the United States. Said dec
laration of taking shall contain or have annexed 
thereto

(1) A statement of the authority under which 
and the public use for which said lands are 
taken. 

(2) A description of the lands taken suffi
cient for the identification thereof. 

(3) A statement of the estate or interest in 
said lands taken for said public use. 

(4) A plan showing the lands taken. 
(5) A statement of the sum of money esti

mated by said acquiring authority to be just 
compensation for the land taken. 

Upon the filing said declaration of taking and 
of the deposit in the court, to the use of the per
sons entitled thereto, of the amount of the esti
mated compensation stated in said declaration, 
title to the said lands in fee simple absolute, or 
such less estate or interest therein as is 
fied in said declaration. shall vest in the 
States of America, and said lands shall be 
deemed to be condemned and taken for the use 
of the United States, and the right to just com
pensation for the same shall vest in the persons 
entitled thereto; and said compensation shall be 
ascertained and awarded in said proceeding and 
established by therein, and the said 
judgment shall as part of the just com
pensation awarded, interest in accordance with 
section 258e-1 of this title on the amount finally 
awarded as the value of the property as of the 
date of taking, from said date to the date of pay
ment; but interest shall not be allowed on so 
much thereof as shall have been paid into the 
court. No sum so paid into the court shall be 
charged with commissions or poundage. 

Upon the application of the parties in interest, 
the court may order that the money deposited in 
the court, or any part thereof, be paid forthwith 
for or on account of the just compensation to be 
awarded in said proceeding. If the compensation 
finally awarded in respect of said lands, or any 
parcel thereof, shall exceed the amount of the 
money so received by any person entitled, the 
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SEC. 46. REPE.~L8.-Allli1wS or of laws. insofar ~1S relate 
to business affected . and are conflict with ~ny of the provisions 
of this are hereby 

SEO. '1'i. any section or provision or this 
Act be held uIlconstitutional or invalid, the validitv of the as a 
whole. or of anv thereof. other than the decided to be uncon
stitutional or invalid, shall not affected. 

SEC. 48. EFFECTIVE DL\TE OF ACT.-Except where otherwise 
cally, here!,.l, this Act shall become effective thirty clays after 
approval. 

Approved, Octobe.r 9, 1940. 

703) 

section ,,1.0.) of Hie Revised Statutes, as amended, to authorize the 
General to to low-value lands and interests in lands 
by or on States subject to infirmities, and for 

purposes. 

Be it enacted the Senate of the 
United StatelY of America in That ,section 355 
of the Revised Stamtes of the amended. is 

to read a.s follows: 
"SEC. 355. No public site or 

land purchas€d the erecting 
thereon anv armory. 
house, lighthouse. or other DubJic 
until 'the~ written' opinion of the 
favor of the validity of the title. 

"Notwithstanding the of this or any other law. when
ever the value any lands or interests in land to be acquired 
by or on of the umted States under a single option or con
tract of sale does not exceed DeI' acre (hereinafter referred to 
as 'lo,\,i:'-value lands'), the may be ' subject to such 
infir:rnities as. in the o:)inion of the Attornev mll;V, without 
jeopardizing the inter~sts of the United St~teg, be ior removal 
by ccndemIlation or other appropriate pr()ceedings, if and when 
necessarv: Provided. That the total value of any lands or interests 
to be acquired under a single option or contract of sale subject to 
an infirmity does not exceed $3,;')00. l,{0 public 1I1Oney shall here
after be expended for the acquisition of such low-value or 
interests in land or on behalf of the United for any pur
pose uIltil the opinion of the Attorney General has been 
had approving the title subject: if expedient, to infirmities as herein 
provid€d. However, no money in excess of $2~500 shall be expended 
for the construction of buildings, works, or other improvements 
(except roads, trails, and fire-protection improvements) on any 
tract, or parcel of land the title to which is subj eet to infirmities, 
until the written opinion of the Attorney General in favor of 
validitv of t11e title has been had as in the case of other lanek For 
the pur'pose of this Act, values of lands and interests in land shall 
be determined bv the uaid or t{) be Daid. 

"The . General is authorized to apurove the title to 
to be acquired by or ~ on behalf of the 

to such infirmities as. in opinion, wm nor, 
jeopardize the interests of the united States. 

"Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the authority now 
or her:eafter deleerated to aI'Y officer in the power o£ er;linent 
dO~aIn for or on behalf of the T;nlced take title to or pos
seSSlOn of or to expend money for or upon any or interest in land, 

P..epBal.~. 

Constitutionality, 

date of 

§ 355, :1nlend~ 

8. C. 520, 
p. "9, 

"Low-va.lue lands,n 
Accept.nce of title 

subject to inf.rmities~ 

P~mJi80. 
LimitatlollS, 
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Procurement of evi
dence of title. 

of opinion as 
La 

Easements, etc., for 
military or naval pur
poses. 

Waiver of regu.ire
ment for opinion. 

Jurisdiction over 
lands, 

_fJ..cceptancc. 
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or to expend money as security for an ultimate a.ward in advance of 
final jUdgment in any proceedings Lo determine just comIlensation: 
nor shalI this Act be construed to preclude any acquiring ageney fronl 
expending mOlley for the erection of any preliminar:r alld~temporary 
structure upon any land. .. " 

"The head or other authorized ofllcer of nny department, inde
pelldent establishment, or agency, shall procure any evidence of title 
which the Attorney General may deem necessary~ and eXDenses of 
procurement, except where otherwise authorized by law OX' provided 
by contract, may be prtid out of the appropriations for the acquisition 
of land or out of the appropriations made for the contingencies of 
the acquiring department, independent estabiishment, or agency. 

"The Attorney General may, ill his discretion, b1.1se any opinion as 
to title required either by this Ad or any other law upon either or 
hoth of the following: Certificates of title of title companies or such 
evidence of title as he may deem satisfactory. 

"The foregoing provisions of this sec~ioll shall not ~e construed to 
affect in any manner any prOVISlOns of law WhICh are applica
ble to the acquisition of lands or interests in land by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority; and nothing in this. section shall be construed to 
affect in any manner any authority whlCh the Secretary of the 
Chief of Engineers, or the Secretary of the Interior under the 
provisions of law force on the date this section as amended takes 
effect with respect to the approval by them of ti~le to land or interests 
in land acquired by the War Department or the Department of the 
Interior, as the case may be. Nor shall the foregoing provisions of 
this section, or the provisions of any other law, be construed to require 
any opinion of the Attorney General in connection with the acquisi
tion or improvement of easements and rights-oi-way for military or 
naval pUl'poses; or for the acquisition or improvement of easements 
and rights-oi-way by the Department of Agriculture for and 
other conservation purposes where the cost of any such easement of 
right-of-way acquired under a instrument of conveyance ana. 
the cost of any improvement thereon does not exceed $2,500; and the 
Attornev General -may, in his discretion, waive the reQuirement for 
his opinIon in connection with the acquisition or improvement of ease
ments and rig-hts-of-wav for other purposes in his opinion; 
such waiver will not jeopardize the interests of the Uniteel States: 

"Notwithstanding any other provision of the obtaining of 
exclusive jurisdiction in the United over lands or interests 
therein which have been or shall be acquired by it shall not 
be required; but the head 01: other authorized ofllcer of any depart
ment or independent estabhshment or agency of the Government 
may, in SUC? cases and at s11.ch tim,es as he may_ deem ,desirable) accept 
or secure irom tbe Stat.e 1Il whIch an1' lands or mterests therem 
under his immediate jurisdiction, custody, or control are situated, 
consent to or cession of such jurisdiction, exclusive or nartial, not 
theretofore obtained. over anv such lands or interests as he may deero 
desirable and indicate acceptance OT such jurisdiction on behalf 
the United States by filing a notice OT such acceptance with the Gov
ernor of such State'or in such other manner as may be prescribed by 
the laws of the State where such lands are situated. Unless and 
until t.he united States has accepted jurisdiction Over lands hereafter 
to be acquired as aforesaid. it shall be conclusively nresumed that 
no snch jurisdiction has been~ accepted." . ~ 

A.pproved, October 9, 1940. 
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13] 
;;~~,; ACT 

To amend section B5S of t:'1e JicYised· Statutes, as to !nake 
the of leg-islative jurisdic-c}on over L~,nd or interests in 

,he SLate!'. 

the 
355 
sec. 
be, 

anv 
In-nd of IOn"01"T1 

thereon custom
house, whatever, 
until the written or tne shall be had iII 
favor of the of the title. The district attorneys of the 

of the General. shall furnish 
in their power in relation to the titles 

within their districts. 
the secretaries of the upon application of the 
Attorney General, shall procure any addidonal evidence of title which 
he may deem and which may not be in the possession 
of the the of procuring it 
shail be the contingencies 
of the That all cases 
of the acquisition of or interest therein by the United 
States for the purposes herein or for other wherein 
the written. opinion of the in favor the 
of the title of such land is or may required or authorized bv law, 
the General may, in his'discretion, base such opinion 

u 

upon 
a certificate of title of a title company. N otwithstandinfr any other 
provision of la~~ the ?btaining of e~cll1si:e jurisdi~tion int~le :U~lited 
States over lands or mterests therem whIch have been or Shall here
after be acquired by it shall not be required; but the or other 
authorized - of any departmen,t or independent esta.blishment 
or agencv of the Government may, m such cases and at such times 
as he may deem desirable, accept 'or secure from the in which 
any lands or interests therein under his immediate jurisdiction, 
cuStody, or control are situated, consent to or cession of such juris: 
diction, exclusive or partial, not theretoIore obtained, over any such 
lands or interests as he may deem desirable and indicate acceptance 
of such jurisdiction on behalf of the United . filing a notice 
of such accentance with the Governor of such State or in such other 
manner as may be prescribed by the laws of the State where such 

are situated. Unless and until the United States accepted 
jurisdiction over lands hereafter to be acquired as aforesaid, it shall 
be that no such jurisdiction has been accepted. 

Approved, February 1, 1940. 

[CHAPTER 19] 
Aif ACT 

To amend the Farm Mortgage Act of 1933, I1S amended. 

Be it enacted the .Senate 
,8tates .11merica 'iTb 

sent€nce of section 32 Df the 
as amended 0., title 
striking out . 
and 

Approved, February 1, 1940. 

of t1tle 
!)ompany. 
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Penlllties. 

Department oi Jus-

p, 00, 

l082, 

by 
Unil.;ed 

Lund 
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of dis

0: secretaries 0; de

pnttments, 

Paymeutofexpense. 

Promso. . 1 
Oertificate of tit e company. 
Pest, p. 1422. 

so lar as such useE may be consistent wit/; the purposcs 
STIch gamc sanctuaries or an~ established. 

2. 'fllat wilen suell game SUllctul1,l'ies 01' 

established as provided in section 1 tne 

IJV""'\HllH"", kill irlg, or by trapping, netting, 


01' attempting tu kill, or any game 
or birds upon the United witl1ii: 

limits such game sanctuaries 01' herem pro
vided, shall be unlawful, and any person any of the provi
sions oi' this Act, or any of the rules and regulations made thereunder, 
sha] guilty of a rnisdcmcnnol' ant: upon conviction 
in any States court, be fined in a Burn not $500 
or imprisonment not more tllfLn "IX months, or both. 

Approved, June 28, 1930. 

CHAP. 710.--An To amend section 355 of the Revised Statutes to 
permit the Attorney to accept certificates of title the purchase of 
land by the United States iI., certain cases. 

Be it enaated bJI Senate and H QU,SeSf " . /'1 
! tates ot A menca in LJ ongress 

the Revised Statutes of the United States 
33. section 733' title 34, seCtion 1520; title section 255; 
50; section be, and the same is hereby~ as 
foilows: 

., SEG. 355. No public mone~r shall be upon any site or 
land purchased by the Uniteo States pLlrpobes of erectino' 
thereon any armory, arsenal, fort, forhficatiolL Lav}' yard; custon~ 
house, lighthouse, 01' other public. building or tmy kind whatever, 
until the written opinion of the Attorney General shall had iIi 
favor of the validity of the nor until the consent or 
the legislature of the State in the land or site mav be, 
to sueh purchase, has been given. The attorneys of the 
United States, upon the applIcation of the Attorney General, shall 
furnish any assistance or information in their power in relation 
to the titles of the public property lying within their respective 
clistricts. the secretaries of the departments) upon the appIi
cation of the Attorney General, shall procure additional evi
dence of title which he InH,y-deemnecesslLTv. and mav not be 
in the possession of the officers of the Government, and the' ' 
of procuring it shaH be paid out of the appropriations for 
the contingencies of the departmer.ts, respectiveIy: hoVJ
ever. That in all casei:' of the aequisition of land or interest 
thereln' • by t he U' 1 f or th ., or formtec . e 1)UTJ)oses l1erem 
other PUI'poses, wherein the written'opinion of the Gen
eral in favor of the validity of the title of such land is 01' lllav be 
required or authorized by 'la.w, the Attorney .. may, in his 
discretion, base such opinion upon a certificate of title of a title 
company." 

Approved, ,June 28, 1930. 

those States which bwught State
owned property into the J 917, 

CRAP. 711.-An 

Be it enaded 
Sj;ates 0 f 

of'VVar is here.by authorized to 
in 

any 
valu€ 01 propeTh listed on approved surveys of 
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